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Genesis 27:1 
ִֽני׃) יו ִהּנֵ י וַיֹּ֥אֶמר ֵאָל֖ ִנ֔ נֹ֣ו ַהּגָדֹ֗ל וַיֹּ֤אֶמר ֵאָליו֙ ּבְ ֣ו ׀ ּבְ ְִּקָר֞א ֶאת־ֵעׂשָ ְכֶה֥יןָ ֵעיָנ֖יו ֵמְראֹ֑ת וַי ק וַּתִ ֽי־ָזֵק֣ן ִיְצָח֔ וְַיִהי֙ ּכִ

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dimmed from seeing, he called his older son Esau
and said to him, “My son.” He answered, “Here I am.”

In what ways does Abraham see and not see Isaac during the Akeidah?

What blinds him to his son?

How does "seeing" play out in each context?

Do you think these two verses shed light on each other? If so, how?

What does it mean to "see" another person?

What does the midrash say about this strange language, "from seeing"?

We read that in his
old age, Isaac's
eyes grew weak
"from seeing".

The biblical verse above is a mirror image of an earlier
verse (Genesis 22: 7), which took place as Isaac was

walking with his father toward the top of Mt Moriah, where
Abraham would bind him on the alter.

י י ְבִנ֑ ִּנֽ אֶמר ִהֶּנ֣ י ַוֹּי֖ אֶמר ָאִב֔ ם ָאִבי֙ו ַוֹּי֣ ק ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֤ אֶמר ִיְצָח֜ ַוֹּי֨

Then Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he
answered, “Yes, my son” 

The Kotzker Rebbe asks his students, "What was the most difficult part of the Akeidah for Abraham?"

Climbing the mountain?" suggested one student. "Building the altar," said another. "Raising the knife,"

offered a third. "No," said the Rebbe. "The hardest part was walking back down the mountain."

Why would the descent afterward be hardest?
Was Abraham able to "see" what happened in a new way? If so, why?

 "From seeing"—from the strength of that
vision, when Abraham bound Isaac his son

to the altar

ֵמְרֹאת, ִמּכַֹח אֹוָתּה ְרִאָּיה, ֶׁשְּבָׁשָעה ֶׁשָעַקד
ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו ֶאת ְּבנֹו ַעל ַּגֵּבי ַהִּמְזֵּבַח

Bereishit Rabbah 65:10



What does Isaac seek in Be'er-L'Hai-Ro'i?

Did his time there enable him, now, to raise his
eyes and see Rebeccah and to be seen by her?

How does being seen allow one, in turn, to see?

Have there been times in your life when you felt unseen? 

What was the cause? 

How does this impact you? 

Do the stories of Isaac and Hagar shed light on your experience?

How does your experience help you understand them?

How do the stories of Isaac and Hagar shed light on kids in the foster system? 

Where is their Be'er-L'Hai-Ro'i?

Genesis 24:62-65

(62) Isaac had just come back from the vicinity of Be'er-L'Hai-Ro'i for he was
settled in the region of the Negeb. (63) And Isaac went out to meditate in the field
toward evening and, raising his eyes, he saw camels approaching. (64) Raising her
eyes, Rebeccah saw Isaac....

ה ק ָלׂ֥שּוַח ַּבָּׂשֶד֖ א ִיְצָח֛ ֶגב׃ (סג) ַוֵּיֵצ֥ ֶרץ ַהֶּנֽ ב ְּבֶא֥ י ְו֥הּוא יֹוֵׁש֖ י ֹרִא֑ ר ַלַח֖ א ִמּ֔בֹוא ְּבֵא֥ סב) ְוִיְצָח֙ק ָּב֣
ק ֶרא ֶאת־ִיְצָח֑ יָה ַוֵּת֖ א ִרְבָק֙ה ֶאת־ֵעיֶנ֔ ים׃ (סד) ַוִּתָּׂש֤ ים ָּבִאֽ ה ְגַמִּל֖ א ֵעיָני֙ו ַוַּיְ֔רא ְוִהֵּנ֥ ֶרב ַוִּיָּׂש֤ ...ִלְפ֣נֹות ָע֑

Bereishit Rabbah 45

ַאָּתה ֵאל ֳרִאי, ָאַמר ַרִּבי ַאְּיבּו ַאָּתה הּוא רֹוֶאה ְּבֶעְלּבֹון ֶׁשל ֲעלּוִבין. ִּכי ָאְמָרה ֲהַגם ֲה�ם ָרִאיִתי ַאֲחֵרי ֹרִאי

"You are El Ro'i." Said Rabbi Aivu: "You are the one who sees the sufferings of the
persecuted. Since she said: also..'I have seen after the One Who sees me.'"

    Between the Akeidah and this moment, Isaac was in
a place called: "The Well of the God Who Sees."   
This place is historic. When Isaac's parents force

Hagar out of their family, she finds refuge here. God
sends an angel to bestow this name upon the place.

God sees her and she in empowered with new insight. 

of children in foster care experience
seven or more school changes from
elementary to high school.

of prisoners have spent at
least part of their
childhood in the foster
system.

of youth will be imprisoned
within 2 years of leaving foster
care. 40-50% will become
homeless.

65% 85% 25%



Our community can be a place in which fostering and adoption are a norm. Whether you want to foster,
adopt, or be part of our community support system, there is a role for you.             

Families are supported before, during, and after the licensing and adoption processes

Foster and adopted children have peers in our community with similar backgrounds

The values of foster and adoption are integrated into our community culture                

Our whole  community wraps around the families in support as they become foster and adoptive parents

We will partner with the best and most well-aligned local social service partners

We are all enriched—both by our new, young members and our growing capacity as a synagogue to
support our foster and adoptive families

Our community can be a place in which fostering and adoption are a norm. Whether you 
want to foster, adopt, or be part of our community support system, there is a role for you.

                                                                                                                                                                

                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                  

 

                                                                     

                                                                        

Contact: Talia Green, Director of Programs 
Talia@2Nurture.org   |  323-377-7223
www.2Nurture.org

Second Nurture creates a
community within our
community— and expands
our vision of what family
and belonging truly mean.

—Cohort Member


