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The Origin of Divine Momentum
Second Nurture Adult Education for Shavuot



Exodus 34: 4-7
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4) So Moses carved two tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the morning he went up on Mount Sinai, as Adonai
had commanded him, taking the two stone tablets with him. (5) Adonai came down in a cloud; and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of Adonai. (6) Adonai passed before him and proclaimed: “Adonai! Adonai! a God
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness and faithfulness, (7) extending kindness to the

thousandth generation, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet does not remit all punishment, but visits the
iniquity of parents upon children and children’s children, upon the third and fourth generations.”
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Is the Holy Blessed One glorified through the 0nY NN N

glory of Israel? Rav Hiyya answered: Yes, as
indicated by the juxtaposition of two verses:
“You have affirmed, this day, that Adonai is
your God.” And the verse: “And Adonai has
affirmed, this day, that you are God's treasure"
(Deut. 26:17-18). From these two verses it is
derived that the Holy Blessed One said to

“Adonai passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6).
Rabbi Yohanan said: Were it not explicitly written in the verse, it
would be impossible to say this, as it would be insulting to God’s
honor. The verse teaches that the Holy Blessed One enwrapped in
a prayer shawl like a prayer leader and showed Moses the structure
Israel: You have made Me a single entity of the order of the prayer. God said to him: Whenever the Jewish
[hativa] in the world, as you singled Me out as people sin, let them act before Me in accordance with this order. Let
separate and unique. And because of this, | the prayer leader enwrap in a prayer shawl and publicly recite the
will make you a single entity in the world, and thirteen attributes of mercy, and | will forgive them.

you will be a treasured nation, chosen by God.
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The God of Israel said, the Rock of Israel spoke to me: Although | rule over humanity

who rules over Me? A righteous person.




Exodus 34: 4-7

« What is the significance of this second set of tablets after the sin of the YAy / "golden calf'?
o Why did Moses carve this set when it was God Who carved the first?
« This passage includes the "13 Attributes of Mercy"
o Is it aptly named?
= Why or why not?
o How do you understand the overall message of what God is conveying to Moses?
= God names two D" X'—inclinations—that exist within God's response to sin.
+ How would you describe each?
« Why might one be elicited over the other? Or is it random?
o Are compassion and punishment mutually exclusive?
o What is your experience of God in this way—as one who punishes and/or forgives?
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o The mutual affirmation is like a « In the biblical text, God reveals two inclinations. In this Talmudic
marriage—a partnership. aggadah, God puts on a tallis and instructs us on how to gain God's
= How is it that we can glorify God? forgiveness.
= What does it mean to be God's o Why does God don a tallis?
treasure? » |s God, in a sense, praying to us? If so, why?
= What is the significance of the = |s God seeking to be more accessible to us? If so, why?
mutuality? o Does God need our help to forgive over "remitting punishment"?
o Hativa means love » Might our relationship with God involve mutual amplification—that the
= Do you see this relationship as good or evil of our acts are reflected in and by God, and a cosmic
objective or subjective? momentum is created?

Foster Care and Adoption
Like the Israelites at Sinai children deserve a second chance at a life in loving covenant.
+ How do the God-Israel relationship and the parent-child relationship parallel and illuminate
each other in terms of
o self-understanding and self-mastery?

o Deing in relationship with others?
capacity for healing, empathy, forgiveness and joy?
expanding holiness?
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