The Candle and the Mirror
God, Humanity and Expanding Light

Every Child Deserves a Family
and a Community
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There are two ways of spreading light:
to he the candle

or the mirror that reflects it.
Edith Wharton

Exodus 34:4-7
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(4) So Moses carved two tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the
@® morning he went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him,
taking the two stone tablets with him. (5) The LORD came down in a
cloud; He stood with him there, and proclaimed the name LORD. (6) The
LORD passed before him and proclaimed: “The LORD! the LORD! a
God compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in kindness
and faithfulness, (7) extending kindness to the thousandth generation,
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; yet He does not remit all
punishment, but visits the iniquity of parents upon children and children’s
children, upon the third and fourth generations.”




Rosh Hashanah 17b
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And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed” (Exodus 34:6). Rabbi
Yohanan said: Were it not explicitly written in the verse, it would be
impossible to say this, as it would be insulting to God’s honor. The verse
teaches that the Holy One, Blessed be He, wrapped Himself in a prayer ®
shawl like a prayer leader and showed Moses the structure of the order of
the prayer. He said to him: Whenever the Jewish people sin, let them act
before Me in accordance with this order. Let the prayer leader publicly recite
the thirteen attributes of mercy, and | will forgive them

Mishneh Beruriah 581:1
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“I am for my Beloved and my Beloved is for me” (Shir Hashirim 6:3)
that the first letters spell Elul and the last letters have a numerical
value of 40. This alludes to the forty days from the beginning of Elul
until Yom Kippur for during these forty days repentance is [more
readily] accepted so a person should bring their heart near to their
Beloved [G-d] with repentance, and then the Beloved will be close

' to them to accept the repentance with love.
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Even the days of Selichot
before Rosh haShanah are not
days of judgment — just the
opposite, they are days of
mercy and desire, the last set
of forty days when Moshe
Rabbeinu was on the mountain
and the Holy One showed him
favor.
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Exodus 15:2
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k. _ The LORD is my strength
@& °  and might; He is become
" "my deliverance. This is my

God and | will (beautify

“and/or dwell with) Him
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Is the Holy One, Blessed be He,
glorified through the glory of
Israel? Yes, as indicated by the
juxtaposition of two verses; as it is
stated: “You have affirmed, this
day, that the Lord is your God.”
And the subsequent verse states:
“And the Lord has affirmed, this
day, that you are His treasure”
Deut. 26:17-18
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Abba Shaul says: Ve'anveihu shoula ®

be interpreted as if it were written in
two words: Ani vaHu, me and Him
[God]. Be similar, as it were, to Him,
the Almighty: Just as He is
compassionate and merciful, so too
should you be compassionate and
merciful.
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